Evaluating the safety of calcipotriene 30 g per day in patients with psoriasis: a parallel group, vehicle-controlled study.
Elevated blood and urine calcium levels have been reported with the use of high doses of calcipotriene ointment in patients with psoriasis. The objective of this study was to evaluate key measures of calcium metabolism in patients with psoriasis under supervised dosing conditions in a vehicle-controlled study. Of the 24 patients enrolled, 12 each were administered 15 g of ointment containing calcipotriene or vehicle twice a day for 14 days. Blood and urine samples and 24-hour urine collections were obtained at selected time points. All 24 patients completed the study with no significant differences between treatments in any of the laboratory parameters. Trend analysis failed to show any significant differences over time with the exception of calcium, which showed significant changes common to both the calcipotriene and vehicle groups, suggesting that these changes were unrelated to treatment. The results of this study show that the use of calcipotriene ointment at a dose of 30 g per day for 14 days did not produce any significant alterations in blood or urine calcium concentrations and was well tolerated.